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CLICKS & TRICKS

CLICKER TRAINING CLASSES TO BEGIN SOON

by Beth Clark

Teaching tricks and games is a great way
to get to know your dog better. Once you
learn how to train your dog to do tricks, you
can train nearly any behavior. If you think
about it, even obedience exercises are tricks.
Behavior is behavior!

The training method used is based on a
scientiyc learning theory known as operant
conditioning (OC). Most trainers already
use OC (some refer to this type of training
as fiClicker Training.0) In this training
method, we focus on positive reinforcement
for desired behaviors. The training is purely
motivational as there are no corrections or
forcing the dog to do anything. We simply
reward behaviors we like and ignore the
ones we donét. In a short period of time, the
dog sees a pattern in what he does that earns
the reward.

In Clicks & Tricks Class we have two goals
- to learn about clicker training (OC) and
learning how to teach your dog tricks. We
introduce the proper way to use a clicker as a
conditioned (learned) reinforcer. The clicker
can be a useful tool to ficatcho or imarko the
behavior. It tells the dog fithat is it&this is
the behavior we desire.0 The click is faster
than a word, has no emotion, is unusual and
is easy to hear in a noisy environment. It
also gives us a moment to deliver a highly
desirable primary reinforcer T FOOD (can
use a toy). Most dogs will eagerly work to
obtain a food reward. We help the dog to
make the connection between the ficlicko
(secondary reinforcer) and the food (primary
reinforcer).

Clicks & Tricks Class can be a lot of fun for
both the handler and the dog. If approached

with an open mind and a willingness
to experiment with a new and unusual
technique, there is no limit to how far a team
can go. While this method may seem strange
at yrst, it does work and is fascinating to
see behaviors come together for your own
dog.

In class we cover how to start the OC training
process using a clicker; we teach shaping
a spontaneous behavior as well as lured
behaviors. By the end of class, all dogs have
learned a few basic tricks and some students
will have also pursued some additional more
complicated tricks/behaviors.

The Clicks & Tricks Class is a four week
workshop. There are no prerequisite classes
to be taken before signing up for Clicks &
Tricks. Also, there is no age limit for this
class; dogs/puppies are required to have all
their shots and may not be aggressive toward
others. Clickers are provided!

We have two Clicks & Tricks Classes
scheduled; one will run from 6/27/07
through 7/18/07 and the next one will be
7/25/07 through 8/15/07. They are tentatively
set to run from 8:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
We will be ylling slots in all Clicks &
Tricks Classes via a waiting list of
participants. If you are interested, please
contact Beth Clark at 250-5450, 776-7274
or via e-mail at elizibeth.clark@irs.gov with
your interest. Please share your name, your
dogbs name, which session you are interested
in (or if you are interested in this class in
the future but not one of the current ones
scheduled) and your contact information
T phone number and an e-mail address if at
all possible.

The Nashville Dog Training Club A P.O. Box 110078 A Nashville, TN 37222 A (615) 331-1101




Kong Stufpng

Stuffed Kongs are a great way to
keep your pooch happy while you
are away. When frozen, they

can keep your dog busy for an
hour or longer. Most dogs seem to
thoroughly enjoy the challenge of
licking the insides clean.

If youdre watching your dogés weight
and worried about extra calories, try
freezing part of their morning meal
in the Kong. You can add a lowfat
chicken or beef broth to the kibble to
hold it together when frozen.

There are many yummy treats Kongs
can be stuffed with. Some of the
most popular choices are:

A Applesauce

(no sugar added)
A Baby Carrots
A Bananas

A Baby Food
(check ingredients to
make sure all are
appropriate for dogs)

A Canned Pumpkin
(100% pumpkin - not pie ylling)
A Canned Salmon
A Cheerios
A Cheese (or Cheese Whiz)
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MEMBER < BRAGS

Claudia Dickerson and her Belgian Tervuren Anna cleaned up at the
Tervuren Nationals in Nebraska in April with a yrst place in Intermediate
A Course (Sheep), a second place in Started A Course (Ducks), and a third
place in Excellent Jumpers for their AXJ. They had a near-miss in obedience
when, at her Open debut after some lovely individual exercises, Anna sat up
four minutes into the long down. When handing out their yrst place sheep
ribbon, the judge commented, filf you didnit get to see this run, you should
kick yourself. This is was the model of what an intermediate sheep run should
look like.0 Anna is now KO Trillium Annapurna CD HSAsAX AXJ HTD1
HRD1 (CHIC).

CONGRATULATIONS ON OTCH!

Jean Ervints Labrador Retriever, Raven, completed her OTCH in Tupelo
with a yrst place! Way to go Jean and Raven!

Cheryl Geerds two-year-old, yve pound red and white Papillon, Jackson,
would like to brag. He is now Ch. Loteki Civil Liberties OA OAJ! Jackson
ynished his Open Standard title at the HOTC agility trials. And, at the DAKC
trials two weeks later, he got his yrst Excellent Jumpers leg.

Ann Hammondés Scottish Deerhound Tannochbraets Hyndsight
(Harry), earned his junior courser title with two qualifying runs at the national
specialty on April 23. Harry had never coursed before and he really loved it!

Tom Rabbittés Irish Wolfhound, Breege, ynished her AKC Championship.
Hooray! Hooray! She did the deed on Friday, May 18, 2007 at the Marion
Kennel Club show in Greentown, Indiana under judge Randy E. Garren.
On Saturday, as a Special, with more than a dozen Irish Wolfhounds
competing, she stood Best of Opposite Sex. She seems remarkably calm about
this, not knowing that the glory days are over and maternity awaits. | am not
calm.

Mary Stevensonés Border Collie, Gypsy, earned her UD at the
Clarksville Trial withayrstplace ribbon. The UD title qualiyes her to receive the
Versatility Excellent (VX) award from the Border Collie Society of America.
The following weekend she earned her HSBs (Herding Started B Course,
Sheep) title at the St. Louis herding trial with a nice score of 95, a yrst place
ribbon, and a High in Trial ribbon. She also earned two HIAs (Herding
Intermediate A Course, Sheep) legs and one HIBs leg, with yrst places each
time. So now Gypsyds full name is VX Gypsy Blaze UD, RAE, HSAs, HSBs,

OA, OAJ.

A Chicken or Beef Broth
(low sodium)

A Cranberries
A Cottage Cheese
A Green Beans

(unsalted or low sodium)
A Oatmeal (plain)
A Pasta Noodles
A Peanut Butter
A Plain Yogurt
A Rice
A Scrambled Eggs
Virtually any fruit, vegetable or other
snack that your dog enjoys is a good
choice for stufyng Kongs, and the
ingredients can be mixed and varied
to create your own special recipe.
Try something different each time!

National Photo Contests

American Humane Associationis Annual Photo Contest

Each year the American Humane Association holds a Pets & Pals photo contest to
celebrate the contributions animals make in our lives and the bond between people and
their animals. This yearés contest categories include Best Pals, Families and Pets, Down
on the Farm and Shelter Life. The contest begins June 1 and runs through July 31, 2007.
For category descriptions and a list of rules, visit

www.americanhumane.org

Picture Your Pooch On The Cover Of BARK!

BARK magazine is looking for a cover model for their January 2008 issue. In celebration
of their 10th anniversary, one dog will be chosen for an exclusive, in-home photo session
with Amanda Jones. To enter, submit a snapshot and a few words about why your pooch
is the perfect BARK cover dog. Deadline is August 31, 2007. For a complete list of rules
and to enter, visit

www.thebark.com




MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
Name: Mary Stevenson

Occupation: | have been a Research
Assistant at Vanderbilt since May

of 1987. Currently | am doing liver
research - did you know that if you
removed one lobe of your liver the
other lobes would regenerate to
replace the volume of tissue that was
lost?

Dogsi names and ages: Mocha Bits
CDX, RN, HSAs, HSBs, CGC will
be nine in July. VX Gypsy Blaze UD,
RAE, HSAs, HSBs, OA, OAJ just
turned yve in April. Chris-Fly (aka
Half Pint) is currently in training and
will be three this November.

Number of years dog training: |
started training with the club in the
fall of 1988 with my Border Collie
Lessa, hoping to get her over a
terrible fear of men. We managed to
get our CGC and CD, but couldndt
handle those out of sight stays. So
thatds about 19 years T my how the
time does py!

Tell us how you came to meet each
of your dogs: | had decided to try
my hand at herding in 1997 with my
competition dog Molly (VX Molly
UD, HSAs, OA, NAJ) and met Joey
& Angela Judd of Kingston Springs,
TN. Joey was giving herding

lessons and was also a member of the
Mid-Tenn Stock Dog Club. One of
the Border Collies that he had was a
beautiful red and white female named
Hazel. | loved the way she worked
and when she had a litter of puppies

| jJumped at the chance to get one
(Mocha).

Hazel had another litter four years
later, and once again Joey allowed me
to take a pup (Gypsy).

| yrst saw a photo of Half Pint at nine
weeks of age on Marc Christopherés
(in my opinion the BEST herding
instructor in the world!) website

and immediately fell in love.

Seven months later she was mine.

How in the world do you manage
to keep three border collies busy?
Well, 1 sold my house and bought
some land in Cedar Hill, TN. Now |
live next to Barb Woods and between

MARY STEVENSON

the two of us we have just over 19
acres of land - lovingly named
ComeBye Farms. We have obedience
and agility equipment and sheep!

We currently put on two herding
clinics a year and are hoping to
generate enough interest to hold more.

If you had to sum up each of your
dogsb individual personalities using
only one word...? Mocha is deynitely
intense - always on, always ready to
give 200% at warp speed. Gypsy is
biddable - will do anything | want,
pretty much the way | want and be

so happy doing it. Half Pint is
puppyish - even at 2.5 years she

still has puppy brain but is too cute.

As a trainer, what do you think is
your strong suit? Weak spot? | think
my strong suit is my patience and
persistence. Getting Mocha to
complete her CDX was much more
effort than most people could ever
imagine - be careful when wishing

for a dog with filots of drive!o

My weakest spot would be the amount
of time that | train my dogs once they
learn a concept. When learning the
concept we train for short periods
almost every day but after they figet itd
we only brush up from time to time.

If | ever expect Gypsy to get an OTCH
(which she is very capable of
accomplishing) I will have to

change that character paw.

How do you prepare for an upcom-
ing show? You may ynd this hard to
believe but | dondt do anything special
(see weak spot above!). In my normal
training | try to add elements of dify-
culty and distractions so that when we
are in the fireald ring ités no big deal.

Whatds your typical pre-ring ritual?
With Mocha | would go somewhere
close and throw the ball for about 30
minutes in an attempt to fitake the
edge off.0 With Gypsy | get her out
early to remind her that we are doing
obedience (or agility or herding) and
then put her up until we are one or
two dogs away from showing. Then |
would do a little heeling warm-up and
perhaps a couple of fronts or ynishes,
then just call them up to put their paws
on my chest so | can scratch their ears
while we wait our turn.

What are your training goals at this
point? | need to learn a whole new
set of training techniques for Half
Pint. The key to her will be to get her
to want to do things with me because
she thinks they are fun. Her whole
demeanor changes when she is having
a good time and | want her to have fun
while interacting with me. For Gypsy,
| hope to continue our journey towards
a UDX (and possibly an OTCH), a
MACH, and a Herding Championship.
Pretty lofty goals, but she is more than
enough dog to do it if her handler can
just keep her act together!

What exercise seems to be the most
difycult for dogs to master at the
Open level? From what | have seen,
most green open dogs seem to have
trouble with the drop on recall and

the out of sight stays. A lot of these
problems are likely due to lack of
conydence, but even some of the sea-
soned open B dogs seem to have prob-
lems with these exercises. Personally,

I hate the out of sight stays, and wish
the AKC would drop them because
the dogs prove they can do stays in the
novice class. Unfortunately, the AKC
rarely listens to me!

The Dixie Recall is published on the yrst of each month. Please submit brags, classiyeds and other contributions by the 20th

of the month to appear in the next issue of the Dixie Recall. Submissions received after the 20th may appear in the following
issue.




HELP WANTED

INSTRUCTOR AND ASSISTANT
NEEDED We are in need of a Puppy
Kindergarten Instructor for the class that will
begin Tuesday 6/26/07 and end on 8/14/07.
We also need an assistant for the Thursday
evening Puppy Kindergarten class scheduled
to begin on 6/28/07 and end on 8/16/07. This
class runs from 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.If you
can help out, please contact Beth Clark at
work 250-5450, home 776-7274 or e-mail at
elizibeth.clark@irs.gov.

SHOWS IN JUNE

June 21-24 Agility (indoors, packed
dirt, air-conditioned). Murfreesboro
Obedience Training Club at MTSU
Livestock Arena. June 21 is Excellent;
June 22-24 is all Std and JWW classes.
Random draw closes May 11; Draw is
May 13. For more information, visit
www.pawsabilitiestn.com and click on
Murfreeshoro Obedience Training Club.

SHOWS IN JULY

July 6-8 Agility, Obedience and Rally.
Evansville Obedience Club at Metro Sports
Center in Evansville, IN. For updated
information and premium list, visit
www.evansvilleobedienceclub.com

July 13 Obedience and Rally. East
Tennessee Boxer Club at Chilhowee Park in
Knoxville. Show closes June 27.

July 14-15 Obedience and Rally.
Tennessee Valley Kennel Club at Chilhowee
Park in Knoxville. Show closes June 27.

July 21-22 Obedience and Rally. Murfrees-
boro Obedience Training Club at MTSU&s TN
Livestock Center. Show closes July 4.

SHOW in GOs IN JUNE

June 2 Obedience and Rally Show

6n Go at the Decatur Alabama Kennel
Club in Decatur, AL. For more details,
call Billie Medendorp at (256) 355-4477
or e-mail Dalsndane@aol.com.

June 16 Obedience and Rally Show 6n Go
at Obedience Club of Chattanoogads Training
Facility in Flintstone, GA. For more details,
visit www.chattanoogaobedienceclub.org.

June 24 Obedience and Rally Show on Go
at SuperDog Sports Center in Simpsonville,

KY. For more details, visit
www.superdogsportscenter.com.

June 30 Agility Show 6n Go at Super-
Dog Sports Center in Simpsonville, KY.
For more details, visit www.superdogsport
scenter.com.

SHOW in GOs IN JULY

July 22 Obedience and Agility Show
6n Go at SuperDog Sports Center

in Simpsonville, KY. Obedience will
be held inside and agility outside.

For more details, visit
www.superdogsportscenter.com.

July 29 Obedience and Rally Show on
Go at Obedience Club of Chattanoogads
Training Facility in Flintstone, GA.

For more details, visit
www.chattanoogaobedienceclub.org.

PET PORTRAITS

June 19 & 26 Grannis Photography
will be at the Farm at Natchez Trace from
4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. both days.

No appointment necessary. Visit
www.grannisphotography.com/specials/
specials.htm for more information. A
portion of the proceeds will beneyt Happy
Tales Humane.

PRIVATE LESSONS

Curt Brock available for
private lessons If you need some
help working with your dog, e-mail Curt
for lessons in his air-conditioned building.
Contact cbrock@tntech.edu for more
information.

EQUIPMENT WANTED

Gently used utility articles.
Double or triple bar, 40 bit. Please
contact Marina Caro at
maring.caro@comcast.net.
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