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2007 OBEDIENCE AND RALLY TRIALS

Our 2007 trials were a resounding success!
Ten judges evaluated the teamwork of 1,207
entries (Rally entries, perhaps having settled
into their natural limits, were down from last
year, but regular Obedience entries were
up). Dog/handler teams came from 11 states,
including from as far away as Wisconsin
and Florida. Although we couldnft adjust the
temperature to suit everyoneds wishes, we
did receive lots and lots of positive feedback
from exhibitors and judges alike. In fact,
some exhibitors went so far as to say that our
trial is their ficandt misso show of the year.

Thanks to the largesse of new club members
Roy Croop and his wife Carol, our judges
were regaled in high style. Their stay with
us included limo transport from the airport,
gorgeous gift baskets, and wonderful
dinners T including a memorable evening at
the Marriott in Cool Springs. Roy (with an
assist from donut elf David) also made sure
that judges and exhibitors alike had plenty of
snacks and beverages available throughout
the day. Roy, just a reminder: You said yes
to Hospitality for 2008!

As always, many other of our club members
came through in a huge way. Jean Ervin
once again rose to the challenge of Property
Chair. As she always does, Jean handled this
undervalued task with grace and aplomb.
Her and her assistantsd hard work paid off:
The rings were absolutely wonderful to
show in.

Marina Caro and Gillian Barnett were
quite the Ring Steward duo. Marina was
instrumental in getting volunteers lined
up ahead of time, and managed to solve
the scheduling puzzle in light of peoplesd
work and showing commitments. Gillian
was tireless at the show site, successfully
directing multiple stewards in 4 rings, and

stepping in to steward herself on several
occasions. And the stewards themselves?
Phenomenal! It was especially exciting to
hear from several of our newer club members
that stewarding has inspired them to get their
dogs ready to show at next yeards trial. And a
huge, heartfelt thanks goes out to those who
stewarded day after day, some for as many as
four or more hours at a stretch.

Big thanks to Nola Simmons, who made
sure that Rally ran without a hitch. Claudia
Dickerson, with help from Susan Harris,
did a wonderful job as Trophy Chair. The
placement rosettes and toys as well as
titling ribbons were a huge hit, and the large
number of prizes donated by club members
was genuinely appreciated by exhibitors.
And many others willingly stepped up to
lend a hand when needed (kudos to Curt
Brock for his poop-patrol efforts!).

On a more personal note, 16m not sure |
couldbve pulled off my yrst stint as Trial
Chair without the generous help and advice
given by Faye Head, David Haddock, and
Connie Womack. Connie humored me
through pre-trial anxieties, set us up with
poop buckets and bags, took responsibility
for vendors, and had her lunch crew serve our
workers and judges (yum!!!). Faye made all
the paperwork and to-do lists idiot proof, and
was there as a sounding board throughout the
year. And David was always available T itds
not clear how | wouldbve handled those last-
minute judge and schedule changes without
him, and his ringside humor brightened the
whole experience for me.

Cheers to all for such a wonderful trial, and
hereds to 2008!

Jo-Anne Bachorowski
Obedience and Rally Chair
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